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Students help professional artist design carved art structure
A Seattle-based artist is teaming with
Emerald Ridge students to bring their art
to life.

Steve Jensen visited Emerald Ridge last
month to show the teenagers the first of
several carved wooden stumps that will
become part of an interactive art structure on
a sloping grass area in front of the school.

Students excitedly crowded around the artist
as he described the process used to transfer
their paper drawings to a sanded cedar
stump. He also showed them the chain saw
blade tool used to carve the images and a
hammer and chisel used to scoop out the
wood, adding dimension and style.

“I tried to get the carved designs as close
as possible to the youth drawings,” says
Jensen, who is known statewide for his
carvings and locally has an abstract heart
structure outside the Pierce County
Sheriff’s Department on South Hill. “It’s
been great to work with the students and
see their enthusiasm and excitement.”

Jensen was commissioned to work with
the Emerald Ridge students through The
Art in Public Places program, which
provides for the acquisition and placement
of artwork in publicly accessible places
throughout Washington. A portion of the
construction cost of Emerald Ridge — in
this case $42,000 — was given to the high
school to commission artists and purchase
artwork through the Washington State Arts
Commission.

The success of this project, say teachers
and administrators, has been the leader-
ship of the students. A student-led commit-

Seattle-based artist Steve Jensen shows Emerald Ridge High School
art students (from left): Amanda Lampert, Rebecca Egge, and
Carolynn Fitterer how student drawings have been carved into cedar
that will be part of  an interactive art structure in front of  the school.
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tee has met more than a dozen times over
the past year, starting with reviewing
artists and their works statewide and
touring Jensen’s studio in Seattle before
ultimately selecting him for the job.

For junior Cydney Anderson, the project
has been a great learning experience.
“I’ve learned how to work with a group,
how to come together with a vision, and
come to consensus with what we all
wanted the project to be.” Other student
committee members include Tony Ciocca,

Allison Clark, Katy Cumby, Kim Garver,
Brant Duncan, and Amanda Ferguson.

Students agreed on an amphitheater-style
design for the project, featuring three,
eight-foot carved totem poles on a triangu-
lar base, which will sit on a concrete stage
decorated with student-designed ceramic
tiles. The outdoor stage can be used for a
variety of events, including ceremonies,
dancing, and presentations. Surrounding the
stage will be 16 to 20 carved wooden
stumps that will both showcase student art

and function as seats. The wood will be
topped with thin sheets of bronze for
comfort and durability.

Earlier this year, students throughout the
school were invited to create drawings for
the totem poles and seats based on themes
that reflected their school and themselves.
Jensen narrowed the thousands of

“Hopefully it will become a focal
point on campus where students
can gather on the carved seats to
talk, eat lunch, or do homework.”

Candace Loring

submissions to those that fit the themes
and would carve well onto wood. Art
students assisted Jensen in transferring the
drawings to the cedar, reflecting themes
such as sports, masks and faces, fish,
patriotism, Jaguar country, and hand and
paw prints.

All 1,400 Emerald Ridge students will be
invited to write letters this spring to be
placed inside a time capsule in the base of
the structure to be opened in 2054.

“Hopefully it will become a focal point on
campus where students can gather on the
carved seats to talk, eat lunch, or do
homework,” says Art Teacher Candace
Loring, whose husband, Bill, has helped as
project engineer.  The project is estimated
to be completed this June.

Other staff who have helped the student
commmittee include Assistant Principal Dan
Hull, Art Teacher Jami Malyon, and  School
Management Assistant Robin Rhodes.
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Superintendent's Message

Gourley accepts job in Lincoln, Nebraska

Thank you Puyallup School District voters!
Thanks to you … our Puyallup School
District voters … many of our students will
be studying in new or remodeled class-
rooms eliminating the need to shuttle them
away from their neighborhood schools.

On Tuesday, February 3, you voted to
approve bonds to build these new schools
for our growing population, make major
renovations and repairs to existing
facilities, and upgrade information
technology available to students and
teachers. All of these improvements will
create a brighter future for our students by
giving them the tools they need to help
them reach their learning goals.

The official returns certified on Friday,
February 13, show that our bond measure
was supported by nearly 61 percent of our
School District voters. On behalf of our
more than 20,000 students and 2,100 staff,
I want to express my deepest appreciation
to you.

During my visits with many of you since the
election, one of the first questions you ask is,
“When will we see some new classrooms
and equipment?” Everyone is anxious to see
the tangible results of the positive election
… and work is already under way.

The first new elementary school to be
built, Elementary #22, is scheduled to

open in the fall of 2007. Elementary #23
and Junior High #7 are scheduled to open
in the fall of 2008. Interim plans are being
developed for housing students until the
new schools open. In addition, staff are
beginning a parallel process of permanent

boundary changes in order to accommo-
date the two new elementary schools and
additional junior high.

All of this would not be possible without
your care and support of our schools, our
staff … and most importantly, our students.

Superintendent Susan Gourley will be
leaving Puyallup in June to lead the
32,000-student Lincoln Public Schools in
Nebraska.

School Board President Greg Heath
praises Gourley’s accomplishments since
she arrived in Puyallup in July, 2000 and
says the Board intends to find a new
leader who will build on the “solid
foundation” she leaves behind.

“We will miss Dr. Gourley,” says Heath.
“She has done an outstanding job for
Puyallup schools in the three-and-a-half
years she has been here. Student achieve-
ment is up, our fiscal health has been

restored, a new diversity plan is in place, and
the community has recognized these positive
changes by approving new school bonds.”

Gourley, who was recruited for the
superintendent’s job in Lincoln, says the
decision to accept the offer was a difficult
one to make because she has enjoyed her
tenure in Puyallup.

“These important accomplishments could
only be achieved by a team of profession-
als and a supportive community who are
focused on doing the right things for our
students,” she says.

The School Board and Gourley have

agreed on an exit transition plan that
identifies several important projects to be
completed prior to her departure, includ-
ing developing a student housing plan for
next year, completing the process of
hiring an assistant superintendent for K-
12 Education, and proceeding with the
next steps in assuring the maximum
benefit from the recently passed $198.5
million school bond measure.

The School Board has hired a consultant
to search for a replacement for Gourley
and is hopeful that a new superintendent
will be in place for the 2004-05 school
year, says Heath.

Superintendent Susan Gourley takes a quiz with Meeker Elementary
students on the first day of  school. The historic Meeker Elementary
will be remodeled with funds from the recently approved school
bond measure.
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and physical potential.

Connections Editorial PConnections Editorial PConnections Editorial PConnections Editorial PConnections Editorial Policolicolicolicolicyyyyy
Connections is published periodically by
the Puyallup School District as part of  a
communications link between the District
and the community.  Its intent and purpose
is to provide the Board and District staff a
venue to inform community members about
programs, goals, and activities of  public
education in the Puyallup School District.
Please direct questions or comments to
Karen Hansen, Administrative Assistant to
the Superintendent, PO Box 370, Puyallup
WA 98371 or telephone (253) 841-8703 or
email khansen@puyallup.k12.wa.us.  Re-
sponses, as appropriate, will be provided
directly to those who contact this office.
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EditorEditorEditorEditorEditor: : : : : Susan Gifford
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Susan Gifford, and Lynda Belt

Puyallup School District No. 3 complies with
all federal rules and regulations and does
not discriminate on the basis of race, creed,
color, marital status, age, national origin,
religion, or disability. This holds true for all
students who are interested in participating
in educat ional  programs and/or
extracurricular activities. Inquiries
regarding compliance procedures may be
directed to the District's Title IX/RCW
28A.640 Of f icer and Section 504
Coordinator (William L. Welk, Executive
Director of  Human Resources) at 302
Second Street SE, Puyallup, WA 98372.
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Museum highlights

Diana Seeley
School Board
Member

Board member thanks voters for support Helpers sought for 150th
anniversary celebration

Student art submitted in the Dan Vesey Art
Exhibit is on display throughout March at
Karshner Museum as part of National
Youth Art Month. The public can view the

art weekdays between 2 pm and 4:30 pm at
309 4th St. NE, Puyallup. The museum has
also scheduled a fund-raising lunch from
11 am to 1 pm  on April 24 at the Outback
Steakhouse to raise money for the purchase
of a life-sized Allosaurus skull. Tickets are
$12 each and must be prepurchased by
April 2. To purchase tickets, call the
museum at (253) 841-8748. The next
museum “Family Day” will be from 10 am
to 2 pm Saturday, May 1 in celebration of
Puyallup Preservation Day.

The School District is looking for people
interested in serving on an Anniversary
Celebration Planning Committee to
recognize its beginnings in 1854. A
committee of staff, students, and
community members will plan a celebra-
tion expected to begin in September and
continue through fall 2004. If interested
in participating, contact Karen Hansen,
Administrative Assistant to the Superin-
tendent, at (253) 841-8703.

School bond measure wins voter approval
Voters have approved a Puyallup School
District bond measure that will address
overcrowded school conditions and
prepare for future growth.

Official results of the February 3 special
election show the $198.5 million measure
passed by 60.73 percent, or 14,424 yes
votes. School officials called this a
historic day in the District and a sign of
the community’s commitment to schools
because the bond passed in the first
election attempt.

Community and staff members gathered
at the District’s administrative office
beginning shortly before the polls closed
to watch the election results roll in.
Cheers and tears filled the room as the
number of yes votes topped the required
60 percent supermajority required by law.

During a School Board meeting early last
month, President Greg Heath offered a
special thank you to everyone who
assisted with the bond election and
remarked, “We had a fantastic cam-
paign.”

With the first installment of the bonds
expected to be sold this month, work is

scheduled to begin this summer on
replacing the roof and windows at
Ferrucci Junior High School. The District
also plans to begin replacing the heating
and air conditioning system over the
summer months at the Rogers High School
pool.

The bond, combined with construction
funds from the State and developer impact
fees, will pay for two new elementary
schools, one new junior high, an eight-
classroom wing at Fruitland Elementary,
and major renovations of Kalles and Aylen
junior high schools.

It also will pay for a
remodel of historic
Meeker Elementary;
updated buildings
and equipment to
serve Puyallup High
students enrolled in
science, arts, and
automotive classes;
field and electrical
improvements at
Northwood Elemen-
tary; updated
computer systems
for teachers and

students Districtwide, and special
education classroom modifications.

A 12-member Bond Oversight Commit-
tee will oversee construction and
renovation projects funded by the bond
measure. Membership on this committee
will include nine citizens appointed by
the Board of Directors, a newly created
capital projects program manager, the
Director of Facilities, and the Assistant
Superintendent for Management Ser-
vices. The District Technology Steering
Committee will oversee the funded
technology projects.

I wish to extend my appreciation and
gratitude to each of you who worked
tirelessly in support of the bond. Your
contribution has been felt regardless of
the task. A clear message was heard on
Election Day, a message that was formed
in the unity of students, staff, and
community members. Your message
conveyed support and understanding for
the preservation of our valuable commu-
nity assets, the creation of additional
learning environments, and the continua-
tion of the competitive advancement of
our children in the field of technology. As
community members, your message is
clear that you support the services and
the infrastructure necessary for success.
You have set the bar high.

Our work now begins. We must follow
through on the promises that were made
while maintaining fiscal responsibility. We
are proud of our current financial stand-

ing, which recently made possible the
refinancing of several outstanding bonds.

This timely transaction represents
approximately a 5.1 percent savings over
time to our taxpayers. These savings are a
direct result of the effort and hard work
focused on fiscal responsibility. We will
continue this emphasis as the new bonds
are brought to market.

The next steps include the creation of a
Bond Oversight Committee, and that
process is already under way. This

committee will consist primarily of
members of our community. The Board
and staff will rely on their expertise to
provide advice on topics such as project
timelines, budgets, and building design.
We cannot delay establishing a process for
the bond projects, as a critical need to
house our children exists right now.

Your support of the bond has made a
difference in the life of a child. I thank
each of you and hope that you will reflect
upon your contributions with satisfaction.
While we are proud of the District’s past
accomplishments and traditions, we
continue to be optimistic about our
future. Our children shall receive a
quality education that prepares, attracts,
and keeps a vibrant, productive popula-
tion serving this community and its
complex employment needs. I am proud
to be a member of this community and
the future of this District.

Board reviews policies
The Puyallup School District Board of
Directors is reviewing all of the
District’s policies, which set the ground-
work for the operation of the schools and
the District. Board reviews of the policy
revisions will be conducted this spring
and summer during regular Board
meetings. Policies that pertain to
students are scheduled to be reviewed at
the March 22 meeting; community
relations on May 24; personnel on June
28, and management support on August
9. Dates are still to be determined for
policies that pertain to the School Board.
Board meetings begin at 7 pm except for
May 24 which begins at 6:30 pm, at
Ballou Junior High School, 9916 136th
Street E., Puyallup.
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Students and staff appear at regional music events

The Kalles Junior High Concert Band trumpet section includes (from
left): Eric Schaller, Kat Krebs, Chris Barrios, Daniel Magin, Slater
Klemann, and Alyssa Twitty.

Puyallup tries out new
State arts assessment

The Aylen Falconnaires, under the direction of  Joyce Larsen,
performs this month at the Northwest Convention of  the American
Choral Directors Association in Boise, Idaho.

Music students and staff throughout the
School District have been honored
recently by receiving invitations to
perform at regional competitions, confer-
ences, workshops, and performances.

This month, a 41-voice choir made up of
boys in grades eight and nine at Aylen Junior
High will perform at the American Choral
Directors Association Northwest Convention
in Boise, Idaho. The Falconnaires choir is
under the direction of Joyce Larsen.

More than 30 elementary, junior high, and
high school students were selected to
perform last month as part of the All-State
band, choir, and orchestra groups at the
Washington Music Educators Association
(WMEA) biennial conference in Yakima.
Selection for participation included
audition by audiotape and a recommenda-
tion from the student’s music teacher.
Participating schools included Emerald
Ridge, Puyallup, and Rogers high schools;
Edgemont and Ferrucci junior highs, and
Ridgecrest and Shaw Road elementaries.

Kalles Junior High’s Concert Band, under
the direction of Gail Phillips, also had the
honor of appearing at the WMEA
conference’s State band directors banquet.

The 94-member band recently attended the
Pacific Northwest Band Festival at the
University of Washington.
Several School District staff members were
chosen to present at workshops during the

WMEA conference. They included District
Music Curriculum Specialist Kathy
Gustafson, Emerald Ridge High School
Choir Director Rob Dennis, Rogers High
School Band Director Bruce Leonardy, and
Gail Phillips.

Ferrucci Junior High’s 57-member Concert
Band also was recognized with an invitation
to perform last month at the Oregon State
University (OSU) Northwest Invitational
High School Band Festival in Corvallis. The
band performed and then received a 25-
minute clinic from an adjudicator. The
students also had a chance to hear several of
Oregon’s finest high school bands, along
with the OSU Wind Ensemble.

Edgemont Junior High’s orchestra joined
Ferrucci Junior High’s orchestra as guests
of the Seattle Symphony at one of its
daytime open rehearsals at Benaroya Hall.
Students enjoyed a behind-the-scenes look
at what goes into preparing a professional
orchestra for concert.

In other music news,  Brent Gallo, a
seventh grader at Ballou Junior High, and
his brother Alex, a fifth grader at Zeiger
Elementary, sang and acted last month in
the Seattle Opera’s Carmen production.
They were able to work with opera singers
from throughout the world.

Puyallup is one of 32 school districts
Statewide given the opportunity this
past winter to try out a new arts
assessment that will eventually become
part of the Washington Assessment of
Student Learning (WASL).

Unlike the pencil and paper type testing
that students have been accustomed to
with the math, writing, and reading
portions of the test,  the new arts
assessment proposed for grades five,
eight, and 10 is performance-based.
Students dance, draw, sing, and act,
incorporating skills they have learned
in core disciplines.

“As educators we are now looking at
what went well and what needs
improvement,” says Kathy Gustafson,
District Music Curriculum Specialist
and a member of the State Arts
Assessment Leadership Team.

Anna Peterson, Building Learning
Specialist at Hunt Elementary, says a
fifth grader approached her recently
asking when she was going to offer the
test again. She tested students in dance,
visual arts, and theater, using a series of
vocabulary words in the process. “The
kids really enjoyed it,” she says, adding
many used different types of dance
movements or dramatic expressions to
convey their thoughts and knowledge.

Other District schools that participated
in this trial arts assessment were Shaw
Road, Pope, Woodland, and
Northwood elementaries; Stahl,
Ferrucci, Kalles, and Edgemont junior
highs; and Rogers, Puyallup, and
Emerald Ridge high schools. School
districts statewide can begin adminis-
tering the arts assessment voluntarily in
2008-09.

Students will not need to pass this part
of the WASL to graduate; however,
Gustafson says they can earn an arts
endorsement on their diplomas which
can help them in their college or
vocational pursuits.
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Elementary band teacher inducted into State
Music Educators Association Hall of Fame

Elementary Band Teacher Jim Hunt teaches students at Ridgecrest
Elementary School.

Educators and volunteer
recognized at State conference
A community volunteer and two Puyallup School
District educators received recognition last month
during the Washington Music Educators Association
(WMEA) biennial conference in Yakima.

Gail Phillips, Band Director at
Kalles Junior High School, has been
honored with the Outstanding
Music Educator Award for the
Valley region, which includes public
and private schools in Puyallup,
Sumner, and Federal Way. Phillips
has been teaching at Kalles the past
seven years, and her 94-member
Concert Band performed at this

year’s WMEA conference.

Anne Miller, a pianist in the
Puyallup area, has been selected as
the Outstanding Friend of Music
recipient for the Valley region. Miller
volunteers with the Rogers High
choir program and accompanies
hundreds of student solos and
ensembles. This award is given to a
community member who has been
supportive of the music program in
the region.

Kathy Gustafson, District Music Curriculum Special-
ist for the past six years, has been elected to a two-year
tenure as WMEA’s Administration Curriculum Officer.

In her new volunteer role, Gustafson will be responsible
for coordinating monthly meetings and activities of all

music administrators in Washington.
These meetings involve work on the
State alignment of the Essential
Academic Learning Requirements as
they pertain to each school district
and region. She also will be an
advocate for music education
throughout Washington, keep other
music administrators apprised of
upcoming inservices and websites
that will assist them in their positions
with their staff, and be responsible

for coordinating and presenting/presiding at administra-
tive sessions at the Northwest conference next February
in Bellevue and the State conference in 2006 in Yakima.

Gustafson is also a member of the State Arts Assess-
ment Leadership Team, working under the direction of
the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction to
write assessments for all of the arts in Washington.

Jim Hunt, a long-time
elementary school band
teacher, has been inducted
into the Washington Music
Educators Association Hall
of Fame.

Hunt joins a select group of
nine other Puyallup School
District educators and a former
student who have been
inducted into the State Music
Educators Association Hall of
Fame since its inception in
1998. A maximum of 10 new
members can be selected
statewide each biennium, and
this year Hunt was one of seven
who  received this high honor
during a State music conference
last month in Yakima.

The other Puyallup School
District honorees named since
1998 include:

Peggy Burrough, former choir director at Puyallup High
and Aylen Junior High;

Bob McNamara, former District Director of Music and
orchestra director at Aylen Junior High and Puyallup High;

Greg Goss, former band director at Rogers High School;

Tom Anderson, former band director at Ferrucci Junior
High who also taught at Wildwood and Sunrise
elementaries;

Bruce Caldwell, a 1959 Puyallup High graduate who
went on to teach in Edmonds. He also is currently the
Executive Manager of the Washington Music Educators
Association;

Bob Miller, Dick Graham, Don McCaw, Ed Krenz, and
Jack Francis, former band directors at Puyallup High.

Election into the Hall, located in a room of the new music
building at Central Washington University in Ellensburg,
is one of the highest honors that can be awarded to a
music teacher, says District Music Curriculum Specialist
Kathy Gustafson. The process includes nomination from
fellow teachers and then final selection by the State Music
Educators Association Board. All music teachers are
included in this process — classroom music teachers,
band, vocal, and orchestral.

Hunt has been teaching band for 38 years, 25 of which
have been in the Puyallup School District. He also
served one year as the District’s interim music coordina-
tor, was band director at Puyallup High, and taught at 14
elementary schools.

“Our band program in the District is known as one of
the finest, if not the finest, in the Northwest,” says
Gustafson. “Jim Hunt is a teacher who is largely
responsible for this.”

This year Hunt teaches at Ridgecrest, Shaw Road,
Stewart, Fruitland, and Wildwood elementary schools and
is co-director of the District Elementary Honor Band.
Before coming to Puyallup he taught in the Naselle,
Montesano, and Clover Park school districts.

“I enjoy teaching elementary band because I love
seeing the growth of the students on the instrument,”
he says. “It is great to see their excitement as they
learn their first song or they are able to play that latest
popular tune.”

Hunt also is a long-time member and trumpet player in
the Tacoma Concert Band, is currently chairman of the
high school solo audition board, and serves as a “Call-
to-Post” trumpeter at Emerald Downs racetrack during
the summer.

Anne Miller

Kathy
Gustafson

Gail Phillips
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School Board Member Kathy Afflerbaugh reviews a stock report with
Emerald Ridge High School students (from left) Justin DeRosier and
Steven Paine during Business Week. Afflerbaugh was one of  60
community volunteers who spent a week at the school assisting as a
company advisor for the student-run mock businesses.

Emerald Ridge High students get
hands-on business training

Celebrating Grandparent’s Day
at Wildwood Elementary
School is Edith Butts and her
great-grandsons (from left)
Lance and Brandon Mills. Edith
and the other guests at
Wildwood enjoyed a school
lunch and were entertained by
piano music performed by
Wildwood students.

Wildwood joined other schools
throughout the District in
January to welcome
grandparents and friends to
the annual Grandparent’s Day
lunch celebration. This has
become a popular event, with
several thousand grandparents
and friends having lunch and
visiting with students and staff.

They had a winning product idea, a dynamic
marketing plan, and a dominating presence
on the stock market. Until, that is, a substan-
tial earthquake hit the West Coast plant
where the  Emerald  Ridge students mar-
keted their portable, lightweight combination
DVD, MP3, TV, and CD player.

The company’s CEO, plant managers,
financial advisors, and production folks
scrambled to recover as product materials
were ruined, stocks plummeted, and there
was nothing left to do but borrow money
from the bank to make up for the losses.

As with any successful business, the
students who created the mock “Fusion”
device during last month’s Business Week
simulation realized that success could still
be theirs if they worked as a team, made
prudent financial decisions, and presented
a convincing marketing plan to entice the
investment of venture capitalists.

Teamwork was just one lesson the 1,400

students at Emerald Ridge learned as they
spent a full week exposed to business
basics through hands-on training. They
also learned how to anlayze financial
statements, manage balance sheets,
understand cost accounting, and develop a
successful marketing plan, including a 60-
second commercial.

“We learned how one decision can affect
others, how important it is for everyone to
show up for work, and how borrowing
money is not a simple thing — if you
miscalculate, your stocks and profits will
plummet,” says sophomore Jeremy
Duplissey, the West Coast plant manager
who helped create the Fusion product.

Junior Carissa Carter, who was assigned to
the financial team for her West Coast firm,
says she and her business associates
learned the hard way about how to gauge
the economic outlook. “In our third
quarter we had no money because we
misread the economic forecast.” Like
Duplissey’s company, Carter’s firm also
rebounded in the fourth quarter.

The success of  Business Week, which is
the largest program of its kind in Washing-
ton and among the top in the country, is
due to the more than 300 community
volunteers who assisted as company
advisors, judges, guest speakers, and
investors. Emerald  Ridge hosts Business
Week every three years, with Science
Week and World Week offered during the
other years. Regular classes are suspended
for the week so students can devote their
time to the themed week.

“It was a great example of our school’s
ability to pull together to get things done
while doing a lot of learning,” says senior
Emily Ryan, who co-chaired the event
with senior Amy Colburn.

Career Specialist Michaele Sein-Ryan
adds, “Students see the relevance of their
education to their future plans and realize
that no matter what career path they
choose, business is everybody’s business
and overlays success in all fields.”

Schools honor guests on Grandparent’s Day
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Fruitland Elementary hosts Korean exchange students

Boarding the bus are (from left) Molly Kelly, Ga Yoon Li,
Jeong Eun Li, and Emily Kelly.

For elementary school students Ga Yoon Li and
Jeong Eun Li, January was a month to remember.
Thousands of miles from their parents in Korea, the girls
attended Fruitland Elementary School and experienced
life in an American school.  For each of them, the trip was
their first to the United States.

Ga Yoon, a sixth grader, and Jeong Eun, a third grader,
quickly adapted to life with their American host parents,
Marty and Rick Kelly, and their host sisters, Molly and
Emily.  The girls are not related, although Jeong Eun’s
sister is also in the area and living with another host
family.  “This is our first time hosting students,” says
Marty Kelly.  “It has worked out wonderfully.  The girls
have had such a great time together.”

For Ga Yoon and Jeong Eun, this opportunity comes
during a school break in Korea.  Their cultural ex-
change, organized through Federal Way-based Interna-
tional Guardian Services, has provided them a variety
of new experiences.  In Korea, the girls attend school
six days a week, so the range of fun weekend activities
organized for them in America has been an enjoyable
experience.

When they first arrived in the United States, they flew
into Los Angeles and vacationed in Disneyland.  In the
Northwest they have had weekend trips to Victoria, the
Seattle Center, area ski slopes, and The Museum of Glass.

Ga Yoon, who returned to Korea February 11 after
spending a month in Puyallup, especially liked math and
PE classes at Fruitland.  Attending Fruitland has been a

highlight for Ga Yoon, who says,  “My teacher is so
funny, and my friends are very kind.”

For third grader Jeong Eun Li, also known to her American
friends as “Coco,” she has had to get used to being
considered 10 years old in America, while she is consid-
ered 11years old in Korea.  “I like to play outside,” she
says with a contagious giggle.  “My friends teach me

things.  Everything is my favorite.”
During her two months at Fruitland,
she enjoyed her classmates and teacher.

For host sister Molly, her favorite part
of hosting international students has
been the addition of new friends.  “We
play with Barbies and get to play
Nintendo and Donkey Kong together,”
says Molly, a 6-year-old attending
Fruitland.  “We also went horseback
riding today.  It’s fun to play with them
and to have pillow fights.”

Of the 25 students who visited the
Puget Sound region from Korea this
session, more than half of the students
were elementary-age.  Demand for the
program is very high in Korea, with
as many as 45 students on the waiting
list for a session. The directors of
International Guardian Services
recruit the participating students
through personal referrals from
friends and associates in Korea.

Lisa Berry, Fruitland Elementary School Principal,
enjoyed the opportunity to host the students.  “This has
been such a great experience for our students and
teachers.  It has been great to see how the kids at
Fruitland immediately took the girls under their wings and
welcomed them into the community.  We would do this
again in a heartbeat.”

Fall kindergarten registration dates set March 22 to 26
Kindergarten registration for students who will enter the
Puyallup School District for the first time next fall is set
for March 22-26. Evening registration will be available
March 22 from 6 to 7:30 pm, and daytime registration is
scheduled March 23-26 from 9:30 am to 3:30 pm.

Parents should register at their neighborhood school or at
the school near their daycare center. Registration packets
are available at elementary schools the week prior to
registration. Packets cannot be returned to schools before
the registration dates listed above.

Bring the items listed below to the school when register-
ing. A child will not be registered and assigned a
classroom until the school has received these necessary
items: proof of the child’s birthday, such as a birth
certificate (children must be 5-years-old on or before

August 31, 2004 to be eligible to register for kindergar-
ten; proof of address (recent utility bill, lease agreement,
etc.); and proof that the child has had the required
immunizations and when they were given.

State law requires that children entering Washington
public schools must show proof of having had the
following:

Diptheria, tetanus, and pertussis vaccine: At least four
doses, the last of which must have been given on or after
the child’s fourth birthday;

Oral polio vaccine: Three doses, the last of which
must have been given on or after age 4. Four doses are
required if the same type of vaccine (IPV or OPV) is
NOT used;

Measles: Two doses, which must have been given on or
after the first birthday;

Mumps and rubella: One dose each, which must have
been given on or after the first birthday;

Hepatitis B: A three-dose series of hepatitis B vaccine
will be required for children entering kindergarten.

Required immunizations can be obtained from a family
physician or by contacting the Good Samaritan Immuni-
zation Clinic at (253) 435-3930.

A new law requires that the school be notified if a child
has a life threatening condition. If so, a time will be
arranged for parents or guardians to meet with the child’s
school nurse.
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She can outfit the stars for movie roles,
thrift shop with the band for outfits for
music videos, and transform MTV
Movie Awards dancers into popcorn
kernels in ninety seconds or less.  For
1998 Puyallup High School graduate
Laura Wolford, it’s all in a day’s work in
Hollywood.

As a wardrobe production assistant in
Los Angeles, Wolford works on a team
with a costume designer to stitch, search
for, or scrounge the perfect outfit for
clients ranging from rock bands to
movie and television actors.  The hours
are often long, but the range of projects
she is able to work on is exciting.  One
week, she may be outfitting a band for a
video, while the next she may be
working on costumes for a film or
television show.

It was at Aylen Junior High in her Home
and Family Life class that Wolford got her
start at the sewing machine.  “My first
sewing project was a baseball cap pillow
in home economics class,” says Wolford.
“After that, I used to go to JoAnn Fabrics
in downtown Puyallup nearly every week
to look at fabrics.”

After studying fashion at Seattle Pacific
University for two years, Wolford trans-
ferred to the Fashion Institute of Design &

Merchandising in Los Angeles.  During
that time, she pursued advanced studies of
film and television costume design.

While the glamour of working in the
entertainment industry may sound appealing,
Wolford warns that a strong academic
foundation is important.  She notes that math
skills are key in her line of work.  “I use
math skills a lot for computing yardage. I’m
surprised when I realize how often I use
those skills.”  Since she also works on a
project-by-project basis, the ability to
network and sell her abilities has also been
crucial.  “You have to be able to work with a
variety of people. Some days we’re working
together for 16 to 18 hours a day, so it’s
really important to have good people skills.”

While Wolford will be busy with the
filming of Species III starting soon, she
still has time to consider her own creative
pursuits.  She may be filming an instruc-
tional sewing DVD, and she hopes to do
costume design for a motion picture in the
near future.  After seeing some of the
skirts she has designed and sewn, several
actresses she has worked with have hired
her to sew custom outfits for them.

“It’s amazing how many people remember
me because I sew,” says Wolford.  “It’s
like a dying art, so people are always very
curious about me when they learn that I’m
23 and can sew.”

Puyallup High graduate is aspiring costume designer

Karshner Museum
hosts Friendship Tea
Katrina Core, a first grader at Spinning
Elementary School, shares a cup of tea
with her mother, Becky Core, a teacher at
Spinning, during a “Friendship Tea” held
on Valentine’s Day at Karshner Museum.
About 20 people visited the museum  for
the tea, hosted by The Friends of the
Karshner Museum. The parent and child-
friendly event featured a choice of tea or
punch, cucumber and cream cheese or
peanut butter and jelly finger sandwiches,
and a variety of heart-shaped desserts. A
collection of dolls from around the world
was on display, and guests wandered
through the museum exhibits. Ferrucci
Junior High student Gabrielle Ariza
played clarinet music, and several gift
baskets were raffled off, with proceeds
going to the Paul H. Karshner Memorial
Scholarship fund.

Laura Wolford, a 1998 Puyallup High School graduate, enjoys the
opportunity to be creative through fashion design and sewing as a
wardrobe assistant in Hollywood.

Janet Divelbiss, culinary arts teacher at
Puyallup High School, is the sole winner
from this state of a ProStart scholarship,
funded by the Washington State Restau-
rant Association’s Education Founda-
tion.

The scholarship will pay for Divelbiss to
study side-by-side with professional
European chefs in Paris this summer.
She will join 23 teachers from eight
other states for two weeks in Paris. Her
planned itinerary includes training
classes in the French kitchen of Jean-
Jaque Galifet, who has worked as a chef
at many hotels in Switzerland, France,
and England. The international culinary
training for ProStart teachers is arranged
by Kendall College in Illinois.

PHS teacher wins
scholarship to study this
summer in Paris
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Theatre productions
abound this spring

Nationally acclaimed “Weird
Science” to appear at District Fair

Emerald Ridge High School senior Nicole
Jaramillo dreams of becoming a midwife.
Whether she’s at work at the Northwest
Women’s Clinic, volunteering at Good
Samaritan Hospital, or working on her
senior project with doctors at the Good
Samaritan Family Health Clinic, she keeps
her career goals in sharp focus.

Since September, Jaramillo has been
working at the Northwest Women’s
Clinic on South Hill.  The opportunity
has given her firsthand exposure to the
daily routine of a solo medical practice.
“We usually see about 40 patients a day.
It’s a good setting, and it’s been a good
place for me to learn,” says Jaramillo.
She is receiving class credit for her
work-based learning experience, in
addition to earning money she can use
for future schooling.

For about 20 hours a week, Jaramillo
works in the clinic office and maintains
patient files, faxes documents to various
doctors’ offices, and assists with insurance
intake.  While a medical transcription
specialist transcribes the doctor’s notes for
the patient’s files, Jaramillo is responsible
for integrating the transcribed documents
into the patient records.

“My mom always wanted to be a midwife,”
says Jaramillo.  “I think she really passed

that interest and passion along to me.”

In addition to work-based learning and
volunteer experiences, Jaramillo’s
academic choices are preparing her for her
future profession.  This honor roll student
has taken a range of related classes,
including child development, anatomy,
psychology, sociology, and chemistry in

preparation for work in a medical setting.

A growing population of women has been
interested in going through the birthing
process with a midwife.  Since 1990, the
number of certified nurse-midwife attended
births has increased more than 100 percent.
According to National Vital Statistics
Reports, the 305,606 births attended by
certified nurse-midwives in 2001 accounted
for 7.5 percent of all births.

While common perception may be that
midwives assist women with home births, a
survey by the American College of Nurse-
Midwives indicates that almost 95 percent of
births attended by certified nurse-midwives
were in hospitals.  The roles midwives play
in hospital and clinical settings may vary
greatly and can include a broad range of
prenatal care to a full scope of care.

In addition to her work at the Northwest
Women’s Clinic, Jaramillo also volunteers
twice a month at the Good Samaritan Special
Care Nursery.  She plans to participate as an
AmeriCorps member next year, then take pre-
requisites at Pierce College before enrolling
in a program at Seattle Midwifery School.  “I
see no greater joy than helping deliver
someone’s baby,” she says.

Drama is alive and well in the Puyallup
School District, where more than 1,000
students are involved in classes and
school theatre productions scheduled
this spring.

Both beginning and more advanced
classes in drama are offered at all six
junior highs, and several levels of drama
and stagecraft are offered at the three
high schools. In addition there is an
improvisation theatre group of students
active at Emerald Ridge High School
and a summer drama camp offered for
elementary students.  Each of the
secondary schools also produce after-
school extra-curricular play productions.

Three high school and six junior high
theatre productions have recently been
performed or are still waiting to take the
stage this spring: “Hello Dolly,” March
11-13 and 18-20, Rogers High; “The
Tempest,” March 11-14, Puyallup High;
“Into the Woods,” a Stephen Sondheim
musical,  March 18-19 and 25-27 at
Emerald Ridge High; “Cheaper by the
Dozen,” March 25-27, Stahl Junior
High; “Rock the Boat,” written by
Rogers High Drama Teacher William
Wernofsky, May 28, Ferrucci Junior
High; and “Wizard of Oz,” May 18, 20,
25, and 27, Edgemont Junior High.
Additional plays are planned in May at
Ballou, Kalles, and Aylen junior highs.

“Introducing junior high students to
drama and utilizing the power of
performance to inform people and
challenge their perceptions is an honor.
I believe that the arts program is integral
in teaching children to appreciate their
unique gifts and the world around them,”
says Lauren Tobiason, drama teacher at
Stahl Junior High.

Julie Hillend-Jones, drama teacher at
Ballou Junior High, added, “Having the
ability to communicate and articulate
one’s thoughts and ideas is an essential
component to functioning in society.”

 Submitted by Lynda Belt
District Drama Coordinator

Emerald Ridge High School student Nicole Jaramillo (right) refers
to a patient’s record with Dr. Patricia Charochak, of  the Northwest
Women’s Clinic on South Hill.

Student has on-the-job medical training

“Weird Science,” a nationally recognized
team out of Chicago, will be presented at
the “Explorations 2004” District Science
Fair April 17 and 18 at the Puyallup
Fairgrounds.

The Weird Science team members, Lee
Marek and Bob Lewis, are best known for
their 18 performances on Late Show with
David Letterman. They will perform a
series of short, easy, sometimes “weird”
demonstrations and ideas on chemical
and physical phenomena. The perfor-
mances are scheduled to begin at 4 pm
Saturday, April 17 and at 5 pm Sunday,
April 18 in conjunction with the District

Science Fair Awards ceremony.

The appearance of “Weird Science” is
made possible by a $3,500 grant from the
Bank of America Foundation. Allen
Belton, Education Specialist with Bank of
America, presented a check to the District
Science Resource Center during a School
Board meeting last month.

“We hope they will excite and inspire
students to continue exploring the field of
science,” says Jan Ward, Science Resource
Center Assistant. For more information,
contact the  Science Resource Center at
(253) 840-8970.
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Math teacher wins NFL Teacher of the Month award

Meeker Elementary School gets $10,000
grant in recognition of math achievements

Emerald Ridge High School math teacher Tracie Shepard assists
student Damien Koolis.

Fischer Miller, a first grader at Meeker Elementary
School, uses cubes to practice his math skills.

The Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction
(OSPI) has awarded Meeker Elementary School a
$10,000 grant in recognition of the school’s achieve-
ments in the area of mathematics.

Meeker Elementary was one of nine schools selected
from a pool of 30 applicants statewide to receive the
2003 Title I Academic Achievement Award. This is
the first year of the award program, and the State
plans to publish a guide book this year focusing on the
winning schools’ successful strategies in improving
academic achievement, says Julie Hanson, OSPI
Teacher Awards Coordinator.

Meeker Principal Anne Hoban says the school was
ecstatic, with cheers heard throughout the halls, when
she announced the award. She credits the students,
staff, school improvement team, and Building
Learning Specialist Kristen Schroeder, who wrote the
grant proposal.

Schools eligible for the grant had to have successfully
met Adequate Yearly Progress standards, which are
part of the Federal No Child Left Behind Act, for
three consecutive years in mathematics and/or
reading. Meeker made considerable gains in math,

both on the Washington Assessment of Student
Learning (WASL) at the fourth-grade level, and on the
Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) in grades three and
six, from 2000 to 2003.

The $10,000 can be spent in areas such as profes-
sional development, team building and teacher
planning opportunities, and development of addi-
tional research-based instruction, strategies, curricu-
lum, or training models.

Meeker has created a math-rich culture in a variety of
ways, including offering students manipulatives to
build math concepts, creating games for interest,
focusing on problem solving and communication, and
supplementing existing curriculum with a variety of
techniques. The school has worked to align its curricu-
lum with the State’s Essential Academic Learning
Requirements.

In a letter to Hoban, Mary Alice Heuschel, the Deputy
Superintendent of Learning and Teaching with OSPI,
wrote, “The strategies and steps identified in your
application to achieve student academic success in
mathematics clearly demonstrate an innovative, success-
ful plan which may be modeled by other schools.”

Tracie Shepard, a math teacher at Emerald
Ridge High School who has received
numerous awards throughout her teaching
career, recently was honored by being
named Teacher of the Month by the
National Football League.

Shepard was nominated for the award by
former Puyallup High School student
Brock Huard, who is a football player for
the Indianapolis Colts. He took Advanced
Placement Calculus with Shepard.

In recognition of her award, NFL Charities
will give a $6,000 grant to Puyallup High
School and $2,500 to Shepard. The aim of
the NFL awards program is to honor and
recognize teachers and to encourage
young fans to think of teachers, as well as
athletes, as role models.

“We feel really fortunate to have received
this money on Tracie’s and Brock’s behalf,”
says Principal Wanda Berndtson. “Tracie
was an excellent teacher here at Puyallup
High School, and we echo Brock’s

appreciation of her talents.”

Shepard is one of 10 educators from
throughout the country nominated for
having had a positive influence on NFL
players and for her dedication and
commitment to the teaching profession.
Four of those teachers — one for each
month of the last regular football season
— were selected as Teacher of the Month
by a panel of educators and civic leaders.

Shepard says she is “honored” to receive
the award. This is her 15th year teaching
in the Puyallup School District, including
10 years at Puyallup High, one year at
Rogers High, and the past four years at
Emerald Ridge High.

She has received numerous other awards,
including Outstanding Teacher by the
Tandy Corporation, and the Christa
McAuliffe Award for Excellence in
Education, presented by Gov. Gary Locke
and Superintendent of Public Instruction
Dr. Terry Bergeson.
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Aviation students fly to North Carolina for centennial event

The Hunt Elementary “branch office” of
Washington Mutual is humming on a
recent Tuesday morning during recess.
Student savers line up to hand over their
allowance, birthday money, and assorted
coins and bills to a volunteer staff of five
parents who record their deposits, issue
receipts, and help students keep track of
their savings in tracking books.

For seven years, students at Hunt have
had the opportunity to participate in
Washington Mutual’s WAMU Kids
School Savings Program.  Other Puyallup
schools participating in the program
include Brouillet, Firgrove, Meeker,
Stewart, Waller Road, Wildwood, and
Woodland elementaries.

Some students have socked their funds
away to discover that saving adds up over
the long-term.  Michelle Miller, a parent
volunteer and the banking day coordinator
at Hunt Elementary, recalls one student
who had amassed more than $1,000 after
seven years of modest weekly deposits.

“This is a great program for kids,” says
Miller, the parent of two Hunt students.
“Washington Mutual is very generous and
has provided us with support, as well as a
computer and printer for the program.
We can now bank online, which saves a
lot of time.  The kids really learn that
saving is important.”

For fourth grader Megan Healey, saving is now
a habit.  In the past two years, she has saved
more than $100.  Although she withdrew some
of her money last summer to use to purchase
souvenirs like a sweatshirt, autograph book,
and pen on a family vacation, she’s planning to
keep saving so she can use her money for a
larger purchase. Healey hopes to save enough
to buy a videocamera.

Joannderas Griggs, a
senior teller at the South
Hill branch of Washing-
ton Mutual, serves as
the banking coordinator
for several schools in
the area. “This program
really does help
children learn to save,”
says Griggs.  “Some
opportunities aren’t
available to all children
because of lack of
money, but this program
is open to all students.”

The minimum to open
an account is 25 cents,
and Washington Mutual
will even pay this initial
cost. The accounts are
then free for students,
and they can deposit as
little as a penny for each
subsequent visit.  Each
deposit earns them a

point, and for every three points students
earn a small prize.

“Even kids without a lot of resources can
participate and earn rewards for saving,”
says Griggs. “This really gives children a
chance to practice and learn to save. It
helps them grow and learn how to make
life decisions.”

Throngs of parents, community support-
ers, and members of the media cheered as
a small plane left Pierce County Airport
in December.  Aboard were two Emerald
Ridge High School aviation students,
their instructor, Jeff Coleman, and a
commercial pilot.  Their destination was
Kittyhawk, North Carolina, where they
would meet 11 more Emerald Ridge
aviation students and their faculty
chaperones for the centennial celebration
of the first human-powered flight.

Students Nick Villani and Katie Hargett
were selected to assist with navigation
and trip planning aboard the small
Beechcraft Dutchess plane bound for

Kittyhawk.  “We sat in the back of the
plane and helped with navigation charts,”
says Villani, a junior.  “We were able to
assist and help watch for traffic.  We
learned about this in class, so it was nice
to be able to apply it in real life.  I’ve
always wanted to do this.”

For aviation teacher Jeff Coleman, the
highlights included getting to see his
students apply what they learned in the
classroom in a real-life situation.  “Being
able to accompany them in the airplane
across the country was pretty awesome,”
says Coleman.  “The students who flew with
us in the small plane ended up being a really
integral part of the trip.  They verified

navigational information and airports.  It
was awesome to see how well they took to
it.  That was a rare opportunity.”

The opportunity to see the legends of
flight together in one place was powerful
for the adult chaperones in addition to the
students.  “I think this experience really
gave the students the inspiration they need
to drive them to pursue a really great
career in aviation,” says Doug Stull,
Emerald Ridge Library Resource teacher.

In addition to nine elementary school
classrooms that followed their progress
daily on their website, the Emerald Ridge
aviation students were tracked and

followed by people around the world via
their website, www.jagaviation.org. They
also received emails from commercial
pilots in Hawaii and Detroit.

Students who participated in the trip will
continue to share about their experiences
through speaking engagements at the
elementary schools. They also had a
booth last month at the Northwest
Aviation Conference & Trade Show at
the Puyallup Fairgrounds. The project
was supported through community
donations of cash and in-kind products,
including a donation from the Emerald
Ridge PRIDE Association, the parent
booster club.

Dual Credit
registration March 29
through April 30

Bank program helps students learn to save

Hunt Elementary student Megan Healey makes a
weekly Banking Day deposit to parent volunteers
Julie Healey (seated) and Michelle Miller.

Students in grades nine through 12 can
begin earning college credit before they
graduate from high school for completing
selected Career and Technical Education
courses with a B grade or better.

Registration for college credit from
classes taken this semester is from
March 29 through April 30, 2004.
Students pay a one-time $10 fee to enroll
in the Dual Credit program, which is
coordinated by the Pierce County
Careers Consortium.

To access the course list and register for
Dual Credits online, go to the District
website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us,
click on Career and Technical Education,
then click on the Dual Credit link.
Students and parents can also register
and get more information about the
program at Pierce County Careers
Connection website,
www.pc3connect.org, or by calling the
Consortium at (253) 984-6004.

Career and Technical courses eligible
include offerings ranging from aviation
and automotive, to culinary arts and
accounting. Additional information
about this program is available from
school counselors and at career centers.
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Due to snow days observed in January,
the 2003-04 student calendars have been
updated. To view or print the revised
calendars, go to the School District
website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us and
click on Student Calendars. Hard copies
are available from school office manag-
ers. Because of the three days schools
were closed in January due to snow,
students will attend school on May 28
and will attend an additional two days of
school in June. As of this printing, the
last day of school for morning and
afternoon kindergarten is Thursday, June
17, and the final day for all other
students is Friday, June 18.

Planning is under way for 2004-05 budget

Diversity Symposium draws 1,000 people

Debra
Aungst

School calendars
updated

WASL information
night set March 30
Parents of students in grades 7-11 are
invited to a Districtwide WASL informa-
tion night at 7 pm March 30 in the
Rogers High School Performing Arts
Center. For more information, contact
building learning specialists at local
secondary schools.

District saves
taxpayers $2.7 million
in bond refinance

While the new school year is still six
months away, school officials have been
busy laying the groundwork — including
asking for community input — in the
development of the 2004-05 budget.

With the exact amount of State revenue in
question through at least the middle of this
month, school officials are moving ahead
with drafting a prelminary budget that
reflects input made during a series of
community meetings held last month.

Community members will have an
opportunity to respond to the proposed
draft budget in May during one of three
feedback sessions: May 4 or May 6 from
7 to 9 pm, or May 17 from 9-11 am at
the District’s Education Service Center,
302 Second St. SE, Puyallup. If inter-
ested in attending one of these sessions,

please call Francine Rouse, Executive
Assistant in Management Services, at
(253) 841-8762.

Following these sessions and similar
meetings held for staff, as well as a review
by District administration, the superinten-
dent will prepare a recommended budget.
Public hearings are scheduled on the
recommended budget on June 28 and
August 9, with final adoption scheduled
August 9.

With the passage of the $198.5 million
school bond in February, spending
patterns beginning next year will need
to reflect preparations for opening
three new schools — an elementary
school in 2007 and another elementary
and a junior high school in 2008, says
Debra Aungst, Assistant Superinten-

dent for Management Services. The
budget will also be impacted next year
with interim plans developed to house

students until the
schools open.

Preliminary informa-
tion from the State
indicates there will
be some reductions
in revenue next year,
including an elimina-
tion of the Better
Schools Program that
supported lower class
sizes in kindergarten
through grade four.
Money from the State
makes up the biggest

chunk — 75 percent — of the District’s
income for basic education.

Given favorable market conditions in
January, the District proceeded with
the School Board’s direction to
refinance existing school bonds when
the savings met a four percent mini-
mum savings target.

This goal was met and exceeded when,
thanks to an excellent credit rating
issued to the District, existing bonds
were refinanced at an interest rate that
reflects a 5.1 percent savings — equal to
about $2.7 million — over the next 12
years. “Our excellent credit and sound
financial management helped us to
achieve a lower interest rate and
ultimately saves our taxpayers millions
of dollars,” says Debra Aungst, Assistant
Superintendent for Management
Services.

The Puyallup School District Diversity Committee, in conjunction with the citizens of  Puyallup, hosted
a Diversity Symposium in January. From left: Rogers High student April Villenueva performs; Rogers
High students Anthony Elske and Joe Owens try out Filipino bamboo dancing; Mimi Jung, King 5
News Anchor and a 1993 graduate of  Rogers High, after her keynote speech; Superintendent Susan
Gourley visits with Rogers High student Daravey Oum and Franklin Pierce High student Kristina Khlom;
Vanessa and David Dunivan share at the Tartan Day Society booth; guests gather to learn more about
China, and John and Gwen Cockfield enjoy sharing at the African American Museum booth.


